
 

 

Recently, 
members of 
the Scottish 
Pensioners’ 
Forum 

Executive 
Committee 
met with 
Shona 
Robison, 
Minister for older people’s rights, 
at Holyrood to discuss various 
issues affecting older people in 
Scotland.  

The SPF highlighted the growing 
concerns of many older people in 

that their interests were being 
deemed inconsequential in 
relation to other demographics in 
Scotland.  The agenda for the day 
reflected this and included the 
Scottish Older People’s Assembly, 
pensions and benefits, fuel 
poverty, support for campaigns 
on issues affecting older people, 
TTIP and the role of the Scottish 
Pensioners’ Forum, and other 

organisations, at grassroots level. 

A discussion over the format of 
the Scottish Older People’s 
Assembly took place with Ms 
Robison indicating that it was 
preferable, and often simpler, to 
deal with one single point of 

contact when 
considering older 
people’s issues, 
stating that she 
was in regular 

contact with 
representatives 
of the SOPA 
committee.  The 
SPF commended 

the work carried out by the SOPA 
committee in organising the 
annual assembly and welcomed 
the opportunity to work with them 
on this.  However as the SPF has 
been operating since 1992, 
alongside trade unions and other 
older people’s organisations for 
older people in Scotland, and, as 
such, has been acting as the 
umbrella organisation for this 
cause, they felt that their input 
should still be considered within 
the decision making process. The 
SPF also asked that consideration 
be given to a pensioners’ 
parliament event, similar to that 

being undertaken by the NPC in 
Blackpool each year.  Ms Robison 
agreed that there was definitely a 
need for more interaction and 
acknowledged that the SPF was a 
respected organisation and 
indicated that she would be happy  
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to work with them when 

considering older people’s issues.  

The SPF highlighted the concerns 
over cleanliness in hospitals and 
SPF Chairperson, Jeanette Pieper, 
cited an establishment in South 
Lanarkshire as an example 
whereby the cleanliness, and 
other important standards, were 
reported as being well below 
acceptable levels.  The SPF asked 
whether the government were 

aware of this problem and what 
was being done to combat this. 
Ms Robison indicated that she was 
unaware of the report but that 
she was happy that these issues 
were being brought to the fore. 
Ms. Robison remarked that a 
similar establishment in Dundee 
had received a detrimental report 
and measures were swiftly put in 
place to alleviate these problems, 

with favourable results. Ms 
Robison indicated that once she 
had considered the latest reports 
she would arrange for any 
information on the actions to be 
taken to be sent to the SPF for 
their consideration.  There was a 
lengthy discussion on health care 
for older people and one of the 
main issues was discharge from 
hospital directly into care homes 

and the concerns surrounding the 
ethics of some organisations 
involved in this type of care.  It 
was agreed that there has always 
been a mixture of public and 
privately run care homes however  

 

 

standards are falling with 

unqualified staff being called upon 
to deliver dementia and other 
specialist care. John McAllion of 
the SPF called for a National Care 
Service for older people in order 
to meet their needs. 

Other issues discussed included:- 

 Fuel poverty and the need 
for energy companies to 
pass on the benefits of 
falling fuel prices to the 
consumer. 

 The Home Heating Scheme 
and the criterion for 
eligibility. 

 The adaptation of the CSPA 
manifesto ‘Later Life 
Ambitions’ for pensioners in 
Scotland. 

 Forced closure of day centres 
for older people due to 

escalating daily charges, 
with particular discussion 
taking place on those utilised 
by ethnic minorities. 

 TTIP and its effects on the 
NHS. 

 State pension above the 
poverty level. 

 Suitably adapted transport to 
meet the demands of 
disabled people, an issue 

which would be included at 
the SNP conference in June. 

Since this meeting, Ms Robison 

has been appointed as Cabinet 
Minister for Health and we have 

scheduled a meeting with Alex 
Neil MSP, the new Minister for 

Older People’s Rights in February. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

GGEENNEERRAALL  EELLEECCTTIIOONN  

HHUUSSTTIINNGGSS
TThhee  SSPPFF  wwiillll  bbee  hhoollddiinngg  aa  ggeenneerraall  eelleeccttiioonn  HHuussttiinnggss  oonn  

TTuueessddaayy  77tthh  AApprriill  22001155  aatt  tthhee  RReennffiieelldd  CCeennttrree,,  226600  BBaatthh  

SSttrreeeett,,  GGllaassggooww  GG22  44HHZZ  aatt  1111aamm..    RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ffrroomm  aallll  

mmaaiinn  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppaarrttiieess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  aanndd  tthhee  

eevveenntt  iiss  ooppeenn  ttoo  aallll  SSPPFF  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  aaffffiilliiaatteedd  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ppuubblliicc..    

  

IItt  iiss  aallssoo  oouurr  iinntteennttiioonn  ttoo  hhoolldd  aann  eevveenniinngg  HHuussttiinnggss  aanndd  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  

mmaaddee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oovveerr  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  mmoonntthhss..  

 

STUC CONGRESS 2015 
The SPF will have an information stall at the STUC Congress 2015 which takes place at Ayr 
Racecourse on 20th-22nd April 2015 and we hope to meet as many of you as possible.  We will 
also be holding a fringe meeting at this event and details will be made available prior to the event.

  SSPPFF  2244tthh  AANNNNUUAALL  

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE
TThhee  2244tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnffeerreennccee  ooff  tthhee  SSccoottttiisshh  PPeennssiioonneerrss  FFoorruumm  wwiillll  

ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  oonn  TTuueessddaayy  99tthh  JJuunnee  22001155  aatt  tthhee  PPaallaaccee  TThheeaattrree,,  KKiillmmaarrnnoocckk..    

  

TThhee  eevveenntt  iiss  ooppeenn  ttoo  aallll  SSPPFF  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  aaffffiilliiaatteedd  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  aanndd  gguueesstt  ssppeeaakkeerrss  hhaavvee  yyeett  ttoo  bbee  

ccoonnffiirrmmeedd..  WWee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ccoommee  aalloonngg  aanndd  cceelleebbrraattee  aannootthheerr  ssuucccceessssffuull  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  tthhee  SSPPFF..

PENSIONERS’ PARLIAMENT
DDeelleeggaatteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSPPFF  wwiillll  bbee  aatttteennddiinngg  tthhee  NNPPCC  PPeennssiioonneerrss’’  

PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  wwhhiicchh  ttaakkeess  ppllaaccee  ffrroomm  1166--1188  JJuunnee  22001155  aatt  tthhee  WWiinntteerr  

GGaarrddeennss  iinn  BBllaacckkppooooll..  

OOnnccee  aaggaaiinn  wwee  hhooppee  ttoo  hhoolldd  aa  ffrriinnggee  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  tthhiiss  eevveenntt  hhoowweevveerr  

aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  aarree  ssttiillll  aatt  aa  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  ssttaaggee  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  mmaaddee  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  oovveerr  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  mmoonntthhss..
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WWIITTHH  OOUURR  DDEEEEPPEESSTT  CCOONNDDOOLLEENNCCEESS  
IItt  iiss  wwiitthh  ddeeeepp  rreeggrreett  tthhaatt  wwee  iinnffoorrmm  oouurr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  ppaassssiinngg  ooff  ttwwoo  ooff  oouurr  ffoorrmmeerr  

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  JJiimm  TToorrrraannccee  aanndd  BBoobb  MMccLLeeaann..  

  

JJiimm,,  wwhhoo  rreepprreesseenntteedd  tthhee  SSccoottttiisshh  TTUUCC  oonn  tthhee  SSPPFF  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ffoorr  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss,,  wwaass  

aa  lliiffeelloonngg  ttrraaddee  uunniioonniisstt  aanndd  ccaammppaaiiggnneerr  aanndd  wwaass  aaccttiivveellyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  mmaannyy  cciivviicc  bbooddiieess  iinn  

DDuunnddeeee,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  DDuunnddeeee  TTrraaddeess  UUnniioonn  CCoouunncciill  aanndd  DDuunnddeeee  PPeennssiioonneerrss  FFoorruumm..    

  

BBoobb,,  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  ffoouunnddiinngg  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  wwhhoo  rreepprreesseenntteedd  CCWWUU  GGllaassggooww  aanndd  MMootthheerrwweellll  

bbrraanncchh  oonn  tthhee  SSPPFF  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee,,  wwaass  rreecceennttllyy  tthhee  ffooccuuss  ooff  aann  aarrttiiccllee  iinn  oouurr  qquuaarrtteerrllyy  

nneewwsslleetttteerr  aanndd  tthhiiss  oonnllyy  sseerrvveess  aass  aa  sseennttiimmeenntt  ttoo  hhooww  hhiigghhllyy  rreeggaarrddeedd  hhee  ssttiillll  wwaass  ttoo  oouurr  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonn,,  lloonngg  aafftteerr  hhiiss  rreettiirreemmeenntt..  

  

WWee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ccoonnvveeyy  oouurr  ccoonnddoolleenncceess,,  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  oouurr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp,,  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  

ffrriieennddss..    TThheeiirr  eexxppeerrttiissee,,  aanndd  vvaalluuaabbllee  iinnppuutt  wwiillll  bbee  ssaaddllyy  mmiisssseedd  bbyy  oouurr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  aanndd  

tthheeiirr  lleeggaaccyy  ooff  ffiigghhttiinngg  ffoorr  jjuussttiiccee  ffoorr  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee  wwiillll  ccaarrrryy  oonn  tthhrroouugghh  oouurr  wwoorrkk..
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